For Immediate Release

On Sunday March 8th between 4-7 pm Caffe Phoenix (9 South Front Street) will host an opening reception of a Xris Kessler Retrospective consisting of new original works and select limited signed prints spanning the local artist's career.

Building upon his two previous Wilmington shows in two years, the first a collection of skyscapes titled 'You were there with Me' followed by STAUNCH, a tribute to 70s documentary Grey Gardens, Kessler's new work resonates with a knowingness of a man who has reached a fulcrum in his career and is ready to take a step back to publicly acknowledge his progress. And as any attendee of either shows should know that Kessler openings always come with a surprise punch, this time in the guest appearance of New Orleans drag queen Abita Bitchdaughn, The Refugee from New Orleans, fresh off the plane from Mardi Gras.

This is the second pivotal point in Kessler's career. The first came about while he was studying at the esteemed Academy of Art in San Francisco. Upon seeing the body of work he was producing, two of the school's most renowned art professors suggested he leave. Kessler had risen so far above his contemporaries, that additional instruction wasn't going to enhance his art. Instead he was told to travel to Rome and find a mentor.

This was a fortuitous plea, as Kessler admits that his inspiration comes from reading Divinci's notebooks while simultaneously admiring Warhol's brilliance. As a contemporary artist, Kessler also finds his muses in the "pop art" of modern culture, film and music. Whether it is a series of songs by The Cure, the work of David Lynch or

John Cameron Mitchell, Kessler finds an inner movement that makes its way onto his canvas, the unformed bronze or a blank piece of paper.

Comfortable and accomplished in all mediums, Kessler's brilliance shines in allowing the viewer a glimpse into his world, one that is simultaneously uncommon and awe-inspiring.

Kessler's work is gaining international attention and recognition for its exquisite color, composition and the sensation it gives the viewer.  Back home in Wilmington after completing commissions in New York and San Francisco, Kessler works out of his Forest Hills studio, where he lives with his partner, renowned audiologist Johnnie Sexton.

"Often I will work on a piece for months, fine-tuning something that visitors to my studio often think is already complete until the next time they come around and the image may be completely different, yet still resonating with the same layers of underlying energy," Kessler explains, "While other works may be completed quickly, in a few hours.

Producing work is as unpredictable as children."

Information on attached image: "Faith," oil on canvas, 96'' x 96''

For more information, visit www.xriskessler.com or contact joelfinsel@gmail.com.
